It is fairly obvious that northern California is more like southern Oregon than southern California in terms of topography, geology, botany, obsidian sources, and other natural and cultural factors; and the Native peoples certainly did not draw a border at the current state line. Yet many archaeologists tend to be tied into their state organizations. The Oregon Archaeological Society was founded in 1951, and the Society for California Archaeology was founded in 1966. The multi-state Northwest Anthropological Conference has been held every year since 1948, but California anthropologists are not included. The SOJHG therefore offers a unique opportunity to share research and knowledge from this cross-state region. This is an informal group where all are welcome, although we prefer that the papers presented are related to studies in any of the counties in California and Oregon that have been considered over the years to be part of the State of Jefferson. There are no by-laws, officers, membership dues, or meeting registration fees. During the meeting each year, the organizer THE STATE OF JEFFERSON HISTORICAL GROUP attendees listen to a presentation at the thirty-ninth annual meeting held on May 7, 2015, at the historic U.S. Hotel in Jacksonville, Oregon.
literally passes a hat to collect donations to cover the costs of coffee, snacks, meeting room rental, and any other expenses. This group is an excellent audience for students to present their first professional paper in a somewhat relaxed atmosphere, and we generally hear several papers by students studying archaeology and history at SOU, HSU, and CSUC.
I attended my first meeting in 1983 and presented a paper titled "I've Been Working on the Railroad: The LaMoine Lumber and Trading Company Railroad Logging System in Shasta County." Since the late 1980s, I have maintained a mailing list to send out meeting announcements and other pertinent information that someone from the group wants to share across the state line. This network has frequently been used to put archaeologists and historians in touch with each other about their common interests.
ATTENDEES OF THE 2015
State of Jefferson Historical Group annual meeting pose for a group photograph. The non-political group composed of archaeologists, historians, museum professionals, librarians, Native Americans, and interested community members has met annually for forty-one years, and attendance has grown from fifteen to over one hundred people in 2017.
At each meeting, twenty-four to twenty-eight papers have been presented over the two days on a variety of topics. Following are the titles of some of the papers from the last two meetings and the 2017 meeting. These examples are typical of the variety we see each year:
• taught an annual field class for many years; and followed up with obsidian sourcing and hydration studies, lithic analysis, and her specialized ceramic research into Siskiyou utility ware, which she first discovered. Almost every year at our annual meeting, she presents a paper on her latest results, new hypotheses, and questions for further research.
A valuable resource that developed from our State of Jefferson Historical Group is the Jim Rock Historic Can Collection housed in Digital Collections at the SOU Hannon Library. James T. Rock, Forest Archaeologist for Klamath National Forest for many years and an attendee at the first State of Jefferson meeting in 1976, was known for his expertise in identifying historic cans. He published several books and articles on the subject, discussing typologies and dating techniques based on the examination of factors such These subjects are only a small sample of the papers presented, many of which are specific to a particular subject and location in either Oregon or California. Even though we have different state laws and use different forms and procedures when conducting our work, we all benefit from learning about other field methods and analytical techniques. This group also provides a network to learn about job prospects and volunteer opportunities.
In today's political climate, our group has had to spend more time explaining that we are not associated with the resurgence of talk about a secession movement to form a new state. We want to maintain our historic name and keep that history alive. If you, the reader, are interested in learning more about the history of our State of Jefferson, from its earliest occupation to today, our annual meeting is open to the public. You can learn more by logging on to www.facebook.com/StateofJeffersonMeeting.
